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A B O U T

K E Y  A I M S
Glengarnock Steelworks, former industrial stronghold in the 
North Ayrshire region of Scotland, is a place of lost mean-
ings. Once providing local inhabitants with employment and 
purpose, it is now an abandoned post-industrial site, with 
its great historical importance lost upon the younger gen-
erations which now inhabit the surrounding areas.

A space can only become a place if it has meaning, and  there-
fore this, among other issues such as future sustainability 
and contamination, is what the project aims to address.
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To remediate a contaminated 
post-industrial site 

To rediscover / develop new 
landscape meanings for the site

To design playfully for children, 
and the child within every adult

for animated
walkthrough

SCAN ME!



S T R A T E G YY
S T A T E  S P A C E

STATE 1 -
The past. 

STATE 2 -
The present.

STATE 3 -
The future.

STATE 4 -
Deep future.

Strategy installation and tool for mapping both the 
tangible and intangible manifestations of the land-
scape meanings of the Garnock Valley region, as per-
ceived by local inhabitants.

STATES 1 & 2 go on to form the specific design 
approach, addressing the spatiality of the site

T A E
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strong landscape 

meaning and 

identity
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and rediscovered 
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D E S I G N
S T R U C T U R E

S P A R K

Phase 1 focuses on the imple-
mentation and re-introduction 
of a clear structure to the site 
in order to overcome pre-ex-
isting perceptions of the site 
as 'unsafe' and 'dirty'.

Phase 2 focuses on the creation 
of meaningful places through 
playful, nature-inclusive de-
sign which aims to strengthen 
community bonds moving into a 

more sustainable future.

It is important to clarify that Phases 1 + 2 
are completed simultaneously across a 20-year 
timeline. STRUCTURE and SPARK are intrinsical-
ly linked, with STRUCTURE providing much of the 
base foundations for the development of SPARK.

EXAMPLE
A wetland area is constructed during Phase 1. 
Through consistent use of this new wetland, over 
time it begins to take on new meanings and de-
velop a unique place identity. The wetland space 
is created through excavation (STRUCTURE), but 
the wetland place is only born through time, en-
gagement and the subsequent development of emo-
tional connections between the people and the 
place (SPARK). In this sense, the 2 phases are 
indeed distinct, yet united.



P H A S E  1

Clear system of

paths and access 

created for orien-

tation purposes

Disused rugby 

pitch converted 

to bog habitat 

using rainfall

Short Rotation 

Coppicing imple-

mented as an eco-

nomic contributor

Wetland area 

developed for 

engagement with 

the non-human

Meander extracted from 

existing river to 

create new habitats + 

alleviate flooding

Nutrient-poor grass-

lands brightened + 

diversified with wild-

flower seed mixes

Existing woodlands 

supplemented with 

a selection of 

native species

Nature-inclusive 

residential area 

constructed



P H A S E  2

Visitors 

centre 

Play area + 

recycling 

centre

Fluid-flooding 

residential 

quarter

Slag re-

mediation 

laboratory

Seeded 

wildflower 

meadows

Converted 

climbing 

wall

Short Rota-

tion Coppicing 

woodland

Viewpoint 

on Kilbirnie 

Loch

Centre of 

aquatic 

recreation

Natural 

raised bog 

area

Interactive 

wetland 

Community 

hub



M E A N I N G F U L

P L A C E S
The key driver of the project is 
the creation of meaningful places 
which are playful, engaging and na-

ture-inclusive. 

KILBURNIE (left) is a fluid-flooding 
residential area centred around the 
new Garnock Meander (extracted from 
the nearby Garnock River to allevi-
ate flooding further south in the 
water catchment area). Here, life 
revolves around the water, and the 
water provides a diverse range of 
spaces for play, learning and rec-
reation. Through these meaningful 
environmental practices, the social 
processes of environmental restora-

tion are facilitated.

KILBURNIE - RESIDENTIAL AREA
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WATERWORLD - INTERACTIVE WETLAND



M O D E L

'THE UNDERNEATH' is a topography model made to be a learning 
device - first, to understand the complexities of the ex-
isting site, and second, to grasp the relationship between 
above and below ground. In its suspended state, the viewer 
may observe the act of capping the land following the mass 
industry closures, trapping unknown quantities of untreated 

contaminants below the surface of the earth. 

Chicken wire, string, papier-mâché, paint, fabric
150 x 150cm




